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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REOUIREMENT 

Responsive to the action mailed February 13, 2002, applicants elect the invention of 
Group I (claims 1 to 4) drawn to oligonucleotide primers and kits. Pursuant to the species 
election requirement, applicants elect primers for amplification of raicrosatellite marker M2_4_9. 
Primers with SEQ ED N0S:1 and 2 are suitable for amplification of this microsatellite marker. 

Applicants make this election with traverse. Applicants respectfully submit that all of the 
microsatellite markers described in the application are located in the human MHC class II region. 
Thus, the claimed inventions are closely related, and searching and examining these claims 
together would present no undue burden on the Examiner. Based on these remarks, applicants 
request that the Examiner reconsider the restriction requirement, recombine Groups I and II into 
a single group, and withdraw the requirement for a species election. 

If the restriction requirement is maintained, applicants note for the record that they may 
choose to rejoin the Group II claims in this case once the Group I claims are deemed allowable 
over the art. 
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